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Gov.  Daugaard Announces Davis-Bahcall Scholarship Winners 
 

PIERRE, S.D. – Gov. Dennis Daugaard announced the names today of 10 South Dakota students 

who have been selected for scholarships to study with some of the country’s top scientists. 

 

The Davis-Bahcall Scholarship winners will spend several days this summer at the Sanford 

Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory in Lead, at Princeton University in New 

Jersey, and at the Soudan Mine in northern Minnesota.  

 

This year’s participants include:  

 Deidre Beck, T.F. Riggs High School, Pierre 

 Grace Chang, Lincoln High School, Sioux Falls 

 Amanda Finley, Northwestern Area High School, Chelsea 

 Willie Hinker, Mount Vernon High School, Mitchell 

 Jessica Johnson, Augustana College, Sioux Falls 

 Joel Krause, Mitchell High School, Mitchell 

 Ethan Pauley, Newell High School, Vale 

 Daniel Pfeifle, Stevens High School, Rapid City 

 Janani Ragothaman, Vermillion High School, Vermillion 

 Kenneth Umenthum, Central High School, Rapid City 

 

Each of the 10 participants underwent a rigorous selection process, including an interview, in 

order to be part of the program. In addition to the summer study, scholarship recipients will have 

the opportunity to apply for pre-selected summer internships.  

 

To be eligible for a Davis-Bahcall Scholarship, students must be either high school seniors or 

college freshman attending a public or private high school or postsecondary institution in South 

Dakota. Applicants also must show a demonstrated interest in science and intent to pursue an 

advanced degree in math, science, engineering or technology.  

 

The scholarships, which are funded by the 3M company, are named for renowned physicists Dr. 

Ray Davis and Dr. John Bahcall.  

 

For more information, visit the South Dakota Department of Education’s website at 

www.doe.sd.gov 
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